
T R U E  to  P L A C E



Welina Mai Ke Aloha E  N Ā  M A K A M A K A ,

 
As native people of this land we are shaped by our environment and thus inspired by its teachings. 
Our logo tells this story in the purest form. ‘Ohe kāpala or bamboo stamping, a traditional 
Hawaiian art form, is employed to show how nature can graphically and symbolically embody the 
vision and mission of our organization.  The circular shaped hā‘uke‘uke is an edible sea urchin 
that lives and thrives in collective communities on the rocks where the nutrient rich ocean meets  
the shore.  The kukui, or the candlenut tree, bears triangular leaves and round nuts containing 
oily kernels which were used for light in ancient times and consequently a symbol of enlight-
enment. With representation from mauka to makai, Ala Kukui is an organization that promotes 
reciprocal relationships; like the ones between sea urchin and ocean, tree and forest environment, 
man and nature, new commer and foreign place — this acknowledgement and practice gives way  
to balance, strength and health.

Ala Kukui is a non-profit community-based organization that believes in restoring meaning and 
purpose in traditional Hawaiian practices that enhance community.  This type of foundational 
restoration is done by cultivating empowering experiences through our workshops, programs 
and events for community and guests.  We also strive to evolve Ala Kukui into a place of shared 
belonging where Hāna natives as well as visitors feel accepted and connected and through this 
we are able to build a larger community.  With our heritage and lessons of the past guiding us 
forward the stories we tell and retell, listen to, ingest and digest enables the foundational growth  
of a sustainable community that lasts generations.

We are inextricably connected in body and spirit to this land and we humbly share with you this 
re la t ionship.  Come s tay,  connect ,  f ind ba lance  and beauty  and take  with you a  new found 
apprec iat ion for  the  p lace  you ca l l  home.

 
 
‘O wau iho me ka ha‘aha‘a,

Kau‘i Kanaka‘ole 
Ala Kukui Executive Director
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Ala Kukui  e levates  the

traditional place-based 

practices that enhance 

our kaiāulu o Hāna and 

our lāhui Hawai‘i.

P H O T O :  Keahi Lind shows his son the inctricacies of the kāheka while ‘ohana (family) are cleaning freshly 
caught fish nearby. Always maka‘ala (be alert to) your surroundings. A puhi (eel) came to feed on the entrails 

of the fish being cleaned, Keahi showed his son how to safely grab the eel without harm.
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Ala Kukui creates empowering experiences, 

works to evolve into a place of belonging,  

inspires a collective community, 

connects through storytelling, and 

strives to grow a kulāiwi 

that is sustainable for generations.

P H O T O :  From the life-giving waters up mauka (mountain-ward) to the cleansing 
shores makai (ocean-ward) we strive to incorporate all that surround us. 
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E M P O W E R I N G  E X P E R I E N C E S

A balance of cultural grounding and forward 

movement of our people is what inspires our 

community programming. Ala Kukui also 

houses Hālau o Nakaulakuhikuhi, a hālau hula 

or traditional school of hula, taught by 

kumu Kau‘i Kanaka‘ole.

empowering
        E X P E R I E N C E S

E lawe i ke a‘o a mālama, a e ‘oi mau ka na‘auao 
He who takes his teachings and applies them 
increases his knowledge

Hāna Kū is a progam that highlights 
the intimate generational knowledge 

of sustainable gathering from land and 
sea, bringing together Hāna‘s ‘ohana 
(family) with some of Hawaii‘s most 
innovative chefs for an exchange of 

food, family and tradition.

Maka Kilo is a workshop series 
that invites practitioners in 

culture and healing to share their 
expertise and help further ideas 

and broaden understanding.

Noenoe Nights is a gathering 
place for women to celebrate the 
wisdom of our ancestors while 
reaffirming womens‘ roles in 

‘ohana and community.
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P L A C E  O F  B E L O N G I N G

We are our environment. 

We hono r  p l a c e  t h rough  th e  r e c i p ro c a l  

r e l a t i on sh ip  w i th  ‘ā i n a  ( l and )  t h a t  we  

we re  t augh t  by  ou r  kūpuna  ( anc e s t o r s ) . 

This  model  of  “He a l i ‘ i  ka  ‘ā ina ;  he  kauwā  

k e  k anaka”  The  l and  i s  ch i e f ;  man  i s  

i t s  s e r v an t ,  gu id e s  ou r  s t e wa rd sh ip  o f  

A l a  K u k u i  —  m a i n t a i n i n g  h e a l t h y,  

env i ronmen t a l l y  r e spon s i b l e  p r a c t i c e s  

t h a t  a r e  a l s o  w e l c o m i n g  t o  a l l .

P L A C E  O F

   belonging   
He ali‘i ka ‘āina; he kauwā ke kanaka 
The land is chief; man is its servant
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C O L L E C T I V E

    community
‘Oi‘oi o Maui Hikina - East Maui forges ahead
Those of East Maui are said to be very active  
and able to withstand anything.

C O L L E C T I V E  C O M M U N I T Y

The  he a l t h  o f  ou r  p l a c e  and  p eop l e  

i s  a ch i e ved  th rough  th e  way  we  

mālama (care  for)  our  fami ly,  f r iends , 

c ommun i t y,  vo lun t e e r s ,  dono r s  and 

gue s t s .  The s e  r e l a t i on sh ip s  g i v e  u s  

purpose  and we work to  nur ture  each 

o f  t h em to  c r e a t e  a  co l l e c t i v e  t h a t  i s 

bound by the common thread of aloha  

‘ā i n a  ( l ove  f o r  t h i s  l and ) .
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S T O R Y T E L L I N G

Oli, Ka‘ao, Mo‘olelo, & Kama‘ilio 
Chant, Legend, Myth, & Conversation 

Everyone has a story to tel l .  Stories  transcend 

ba r r i e r s  o f  p l a c e ,  a g e  and  g ene r a t i on .  We  

va lue  the  r ichness  that  comes  f rom our  p lace-

based his tor ies ,  we cont inue to  te l l  the  s tory  

o f  t h e  p re s en t ,  a s  we l l  a s  en j oy  th e  s t o r i e s 

ou r  gue s t s  s h a r e  w i th  u s .  The s e  mo ‘o l e l o  

a r e  t ime l e s s ,  a s  a r e  t h e i r  l e s s on s  o f  

p e r s ona l  and  co l l e c t i v e  g rowth . 

Storytelling
Ka waihona o ka na‘auao 
The repository of learning
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S U S T A I N A B L E  for  G E N E R A T I O N S

H Ā L O A  |  K A L O  |  T A R O

Physical and spiritual sustenance that 
continues to feed each generation. 

Al l  o f  ou r  endeavo r s  s t r i v e  t o  a ch i e ve 

t h i s  s ame  k ind  o f  s u s t a in ab i l i t y ;  ou r 

p rog r ams ,  e v en t s ,  wo rk shop s ,  r e t r e a t s , 

h ā l a u  h u l a ,  i n t e r a c t i o n s  w i t h  g u e s t s 

a n d  c o m m u n i t y  a l l  w o r k  t o w a r d s  

s u s t a i n i n g  g e n e r a t i o n a l  g r o w t h  

a n d  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n . 

sustainable 
F O R  G E N E R A T I O N S

Aia ke ola i ka hana - Life is in labor
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O U R 
community

O U R 
guests

C O M M U N I T Y  |  G U E S T S

Ala  Kukui  se r ves  a  co l l ec t ive  community  compri sed  of  benef ic ia r i e s  l ike 

‘ohana or  fami ly,  hoaa loha or  f r iends  and kaiāulu or  community.  Only  by 

feeding our own community spiritually, physically and mentally, are we able  

to  embrace  and share  with others .  This  community  work cul t ivates  an  

inspiring space for our retreat guests to be able to conduct their own work.  

Corporate, Educational, Spiritual, Personal, Cultural —  

the  space  i s  t eeming  wi th  oppor tuni ty  to  ga ther,  share  and  grow.
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O U R 
promise

H Ā N A ’ S  B E A U T Y  |  C O N N E C T I O N  |  T R U T H 

Your experience at Ala Kukui will be coupled

wi th  the  na tura l  beauty tha t  makes  up  our  

12  ac re  proper ty  a long  wi th  i t s  we l l  ca red  

for  re t reat  fac i l i t ie s . 

The pr ivacy  of  Ala  Kukui’s  locat ion leaves 

one  open  to  connect to  s e l f ,  p l ace  and 

one another.

Being remote and unplugged from the world  

yet  p lugged into nature  and se l f  l eads  to 

discovery; and Hāna has a way of bringing 

truth to  the  forefront .
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Ala Kukui Identity

A R T  D E V E L O P M E N T

09.07.15

O U R  I D E N T I T Y

 
 

We are  shaped by our  environment ,
and inspired by i t s  teachings .

Like the hā‘uke‘uke, we thrive in our community because 
of our healthy environment. As in nature, we envision a 

rec iproca l  re la t ionship with our  environment  that 
radiates  out  and nouri shes  our  community  within.
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For more info on programs, events, 
or retreat bookings, please contact

 

www.alakukui .org
contact@alakukui .org 

(808)  248-7841
 
 

@alakukuihana 


